
 

 

 

 

Election time is near and I hope everyone is 

registered to vote.  If not there is still time to 

get registered.  Election time is when reformers 

get a chance to let their voices heard.  Election 

time is also a good time to go to the polling 

locations and hand out PFIW literature.  That is 

direct access to the people that vote and could 

make difference when a workers compensation 

issue arises.  It also lets voters know about the 

PFIW and what we do. 

 

Also this upcoming election will include many 

judicial contests.  I want to express  the impor-

tance of voting for these judicial positions be-

cause your workers compensation case could 

end up in front of them someday.  The PA Su-

preme Court seems to be making laws instead 

of interrupting the law.  A prime example was 

the ruling they handed down for the pay raises.  

They actually separated their raise from the 

others, against the PA Constitution and gave 

themselves the raise.  That is wrong!  We canôt 

have judges arbitrarily making law to suit their 

position on an issue. 

 

So get registered and get out and vote. 

 

Itôs also time to start planning for the rally on 

ñInjured Worker Memorial Dayò April 28, 

2008.  If you want to help organize or want to 

participate in the rally let me know.  We need 

speakers, sign makers and participants. 

 

The PFIW will start a campaign to get a COLA 

for injured workers.  It has been well over 34 

years since the last increase was allowed.  This 

is not fair to injured workersw that must remain 

on workers compensation for a long period of 

time.  Their bills increase and so should their 

income. 

 

I would like to take this time to thank everyone 

that supported the PFIW this past year.  

Thanks! 
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Your source for workersô compensation information 

Anthony Vellner 

10 West Market St. 

1st Floor 

Bethlehem, PA 18018-5770 

Bus: (610) 814-3120 

E-mail: avellner@aol.com 
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ñAn Injury to One is an Injury to Allò 

.For a long time I have wanted 

to put together an information 

packet for current members 

and perspective members of 

the PFIW.  The wait is finally 

over and a packet is ready for 

printing. 

 

The packet is loaded with in-

formation collected by the 

PFIW over many years of 

working with injured workers 

and attorneys.  The packet will 

include: 

A PFIW brochure 

A PFIW membership form 

Contact information for the 

PA Labor Committees 

Contact information for the 

Bureau of Workers Com-

pensation 

Vocational Rehabilitation 

information 

Information about the PA 

Office of Vocational Reha-

bilitationðOVR 

Information about UROôs 

(Utilization Review Organi-

zations) 

Checklist for Workerôs 

Compensation 

Workers Compensation 

Questions & Answers 

Questions for Perspective 

Attorneys 

Information about IMEôs 

(Independent Medical Ex-

ams) 

Information about Settle-

ments and Medicare 

Information about 

ñTerminated at Will Em-

ployeesò 

A listing of all PFIW Panel 

Attorneys 

Voter Registration Informa-

tion 

A listing of all PA Repre-

sentatives and Senators & 

Contact Information 

Form letters to send to Leg-

islators 

Much more 

 

I have developed this packet 

with two things in mind.  One 

is for information and the 

other is for workers compensa-

tion reform activism.  The 

packet is in a plain blue pocket 

folder with a place for a busi-

ness card. 

 

Now for the hard part.  I need 

funding for the printing of the 

packet.  If anyone wants to 

help keep this project on track 

send donations to: 

 

Michael A. Kerstetter 

27 Rose St. 

Middletown, PA 17057-4674 


